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April 23, 2020 
 
Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
 
Re: The Calgary Stampede 
 
Prime Minister Trudeau,  
 
Through hell or high water.  
 
This was the rallying cry of Calgarians following the devastating floods that tore through the heart of my city in 2013. 
As the waters receded, and the scale of the damage became apparent, Calgarians rallied around their community 
and achieved the impossible. The Greatest Outdoor Show On Earth went on, just as it had every year for more than a 
century before. 
 
I believe you attended that year.  
 
Today we found out that, for the first time in its 108 year history, this year the show won't go on. 
 
The Calgary Stampede, an organisation that showcases the soul and the heritage of my city, faces a multi-faceted 
daunting challenge. The COVID-19 pandemic, which poses a threat to the health of thousands of Canadians and has 
resulted in so many deaths, has necessitated the closure of this great Albertan institution for the first time in its 
history.  
 
The collapse of the energy sector, a result of not only COVID-19 related drop in demand and the Saudi/Russia price 
war, but the punitive policies of your government, has left hundreds of thousands unemployed.  
 
When I was first told the Stampede would be cancelled, and of the dire situation the organization finds itself in 
today, I admit that I was devastated. 
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This is because no matter how bad it has gotten in my city, no matter what has been thrown at us, every year the 
Stampede has allowed us to come together and celebrate who Albertans are - a stubborn, strong people who 
overcome everything, and are fiercely proud of our Western roots and heritage.  
 
The flood of 2013 represented the “high water”, which we overcame. Now we must overcome this very real “hell.” 
 
For so many reasons, Canada as a whole cannot allow the Calgary Stampede to fail. It must be supported so that it 
can come back, better than ever, in years to come. 
 
Stampede Park welcomes over 4 million visitors from around the world throughout the year for sporting events, 
concerts, trade shows, conventions, and yes, the Greatest Outdoor Show On Earth. The Calgary Stampede employs 
thousands of Calgarians and generates $700 million in economic benefit to Canada of which $540 million directly 
supports Alberta’s restaurants, hotels and businesses each year. The Calgary Stampede Foundation is among the 
most recognized and respected charitable organisations in Alberta investing $2.7 million dollars annually to programs 
that positively impact the community. 
 
While it is true that with the threat of COVID-19, Stampede cannot happen safely in 2020, the fallout from both the 
virus and the collapse of the energy sector have the potential to damage the very core of our institution for years, 
possibly decades, to come. If the event ecosystem of the Stampede fails, it will crush one of the marquee tourism 
events in Canada, one of the cornerstones of the hospitality industry in Calgary, and frankly, the spirits of many in my 
community.  
 
In the same way that Calgarians refused to let the water, the mud, and the debris defeat us in 2013, we will not allow 
the decimation of our jobs in the energy sector or this virus to permanently harm one of the biggest cultural events 
in our country.  
 
We must not allow this to happen. YOU must not allow this to happen.  
 
My province has done so much for Canada, and I feel you owe my people a solid. To date, you have refused to give 
the workers of my province the support they need. I will continue to press you on that, but today I am pleading with 
you and your government to use every mechanism possible to help offset the potential financial crisis situation the 
Calgary Stampede faces.  
 
Thousands of jobs, hundreds of businesses, and the spirit of our community are at stake. 
 
The Stampede has always prided itself on being a self-sustaining institution. But a complete shut down of the over 
1000 events the Stampede hosts this year, coupled with the decimation of virtually every part of the Alberta 
economy, has put that status in deep question. 
 
Give them what they need to survive. 
 
As the Calgary Stampede would say: “We are greatest together.” Together we can help Calgary emerge through this 
current darkness to a bright future together. I ask for your help, your support, and a sign that you care about my 
community. 
 
Through high water, and now through hell. 
 
 
Hon. Michelle Rempel Garner, P.C., M.P. 
Member of Parliament, Calgary Nose Hill 


